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The three main characters of Kingston Paradise: Rocksy 

(Christopher Daley, left), Rosie (Camille Small, middle) 

and Malt (DJ Rock Supreme/Greggory Nelson, right). 

 

(Kingston/Amsterdam, August 10, 2009) -- Jamaican director Mary Wells is pleased to 

announce the successful completion of principal photography on her first feature film Kingston 

Paradise. This new gripping action drama from Jamaica now enters post-production and is 

expected to release in theatres in early 2010.  

 

Shot entirely on location in downtown Kingston, the production breaks new ground as Jamaica’s first 

noir thriller. While the film continues in the successful tradition of Jamaican urban dramas such as 

The Harder They Come, Dancehall Queen and Third World Cop, Kingston Paradise employs a 

unique visual style along with unexpected plot elements. “Kingston Paradise tells a funky off-beat 

story with serious drama, exciting action, funny moments, and a philosophical twist,” says Mary 

Wells, who also wrote the script for the 90-minute film. 

 

The story of Kingston Paradise revolves around Rocksy, a young Jamaican taxi driver who survives 

the edgy streets of downtown Kingston by hustling and pimping. Together with his prostitute Rosie 

and friend Malt, he dreams of the quintessential Caribbean beach paradise and the glamorous fast life. 

When one day they see a fancy sports car parked in front of their humble dwellings, they plot to steal 

it in order to make some quick bucks and to change their lives. After a thrilling car chase, they get 

hold of the car, but how to sell it? “And from here on they discover more about how to be and how to 

find their own paradise, their own peace in life along a straight and narrow path,” Wells explains.      

 

The cast of Kingston Paradise consists of a mix of professional Jamaican actors and emerging local 

talent, including Christopher “Johnny” Daley (Rocksy), Camille Small (Rosie), DJ Rock 

Supreme/Greggory Nelson (Malt), Paul Shoucair, Peter Abrikian, and well-known veteran Munair 

Zacca (Live and Let Die, Royal Palm Estate, Countryman, Shottas). In addition, the film features two 

cameo performances by Jamaican dancehall artists Wayne Marshall and Demarco. Wells: “I feel very 

fortunate with this group of talented actors. For many it was their first performance in a feature, but 

they were all great and very committed to the project. I hope this film will inspire many young 

people.”  

 

Kingston Paradise is a Jamaican/Dutch co-production between FilmeArt, which is Wells’ film 

company, the Creative Production and Training Centre (CPTC), Jamaica’s leading multi-media 

production and training house, and Caribbean Creativity, an Amsterdam-based organization that aims 



to stimulate and promote Caribbean film projects. “CPTC is an incredible co-production partner. They 

have provided all the technical equipment as well as most of the crew, and much more. Caribbean 

Creativity has been of great importance as well. Although operating from the Netherlands, they 

supported the project from the start and have brought in invaluable financial and creative input,” 

Wells says. 

 

Emiel Martens, Chief Executive Officer of Caribbean Creativity, states: “Making a feature film in 

Jamaica is a pretty daring proposition, but Mary has been able to bring together a dedicated team of 

filmmakers and actors who were more than up to the job and who’s expertise will make Kingston 

Paradise a compelling cinematic experience for Jamaican and international moviegoers.” Other 

members of the behind-the-camera crew include Director of Photography Quarry Bastfield, Camera 

Assistant Michael Edwards, Sound Recordist Andre Bidwell, Production Designer Suzana Da Silva 

Gregory, and Wardrobe and Make-up Stylist Sandra Gayle. The film was made with financial support 

from the CHASE Fund and sponsorship from Lucazade, Burger King and Motor Sales.  

 

Kingston Paradise has the potential to become the next cult flick out of Jamaica. “The story is very 

Jamaican, very Caribbean, and has a look and feel that people worldwide will hopefully respond to,” 

Mary concludes. For further details about the film, please visit the upcoming official website 

www.KingstonParadiseMovie.com soon, or contact info@caribbeancreativity.nl.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A scene from Kingston Paradise: Rocksy (middle) and Malt (right) discover 

the fancy sports car of business man Faris (Paul Shoucair, left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Jamaican actor Peter Abrikan plays a strong supporting role in 

Kingston Paradise. In the back Camille Small as Rosie. 

http://www.kingstonparadisemovie.com/
mailto:info@caribbeancreativity.nl


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much of Kingston Paradise was shot in the neighbourhood of Southside in 

downtown Kingston. The local community was closely involved in the 

grassroots production. When the residing children came out of school, they 

often watched the film shootings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Director Mary Wells (left) discusses the next scene 

with director of photography Quarry Bastfield 

(right). 

 

 

 

If you would like to obtain these and/or other images of the film in high resolution suitable for 

publication, please email info@caribbeancreatvity.nl. 
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